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Chapter 1: Origins and Migration

The Zomi people trace their origins to the Tibeto-Burman
migration routes from Central Asia through China to Southeast Asia.

Archaeological and linguistic evidence suggests the Zomi
settled in the Chin Hills region around 800-1000 CE.

The migration was gradual, with different clans settling
in various parts of what is now Myanmar and India.

Page 2 of 7



Chapter 2: Traditional Governance

Zomi society was organized around chieftainship (Hausa) system.
Each village had a chief who governed with the council of elders.

The chief system included:
1. Hausa (Chief) - hereditary leader
2. Upa (Elders) - advisory council

3. Tangval (Warriors) - defense force

Justice was administered through customary law (Zomi Phung).
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Chapter 3: Colonial Period

British colonization began in the 1870s-1890s with the
annexation of the Chin Hills.

Key events:

1871-1889 - British military expeditions into Chin Hills
1896 - Chin Hills Regulation Act established

1930s - Rise of Zomi political consciousness

The colonial period brought Christianity, Western education,
and written script to the Zomi people.
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Chapter 4: Independence Movements

The Zomi people played significant roles in the independence
movements of both Myanmar and India.

Key milestones:

1947 - Panglong Agreement signed

1948 - Myanmar independence

1950s - Formation of Zomi political organizations

The quest for self-determination continues to shape
Zomi political identity today.
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Chapter 5: Modern Zomi Identity

Today, the Zomi people maintain their cultural identity
while adapting to globalization.

Key aspects of modern Zomi identity:
1. Language preservation efforts

2. Cultural festivals and celebrations
3. Diaspora community networks

4. Digital language documentation

5. Educational institutions

The Zomi Research Institute leads efforts in language
and cultural preservation.
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Chapter 6: Diaspora Communities

Zomi diaspora communities are found in:
1. United States (largest concentration)
2. Malaysia

3. India (Manipur, Mizoram)

4. Australia

5. Europe

These communities maintain cultural ties through:
- Annual cultural festivals

- Language schools

- Online platforms like Zomi Language
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