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Introduction

This report provides a comprehensive investigation into recent and recurring incidents
of bias, misrepresentation, and false reporting by two of Canada’s largest news
networks: the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) and CTV News. Our analysis
documents a systematic pattern of editorial decisions that favor government
narratives, suppress dissenting viewpoints, and mislead the Canadian public on
critical issues. This is not a random series of errors; it is a coordinated pattern of
behavior that undermines democratic accountability and violates the public trust.

We will examine specific incidents related to the Freedom Convoy, COVID-19 policies,
vaccine reporting, and the targeting of conservative political figures. For each case, we
will analyze the initial claim, the evidence refuting it, the narrative angle, and the vast
disparity between the prominence of the original story and the often-silent retraction.
This report provides the evidence to show that these networks are not acting as
impartial journalists, but as gatekeepers of a preferred narrative.

Methodology

This investigation analyzed public records, news reports, official corrections,
ombudsman reports, parliamentary records, and whistleblower testimonies from
January 2022 to November 2025. Each incident was evaluated based on:

The Claim: The initial assertion made by the news network.

The Reality: Verifiable facts and evidence that contradict the claim.



The Narrative Angle: The editorial framing used to shape public perception.

Loud vs. Silent: A comparison of the prominence of the original story versus the
retraction or correction.

Key Findings: A Pattern of Deception

Our investigation reveals a clear and consistent pattern of bias across both networks.
The key findings are:

Systematic Suppression: Both CBC and CTV have systematically suppressed
stories and viewpoints that challenge government narratives, particularly on
COVID-19 policies and the Freedom Convoy.

Targeting of Conservatives: There is a demonstrable pattern of selectively
editing, misrepresenting, and targeting conservative political figures.

Loud Misinformation, Silent Corrections: False or misleading stories are
broadcast widely and prominently, while corrections—if they come at all—are
delayed, buried, and receive a fraction of the original attention.

Accountability Failure: All existing oversight mechanisms, from the CBC
Ombudsman to the CRTC, have failed to hold these networks accountable,
creating a system of impunity.

Whistleblower Retaliation: Journalists who attempt to provide balanced
coverage or question the dominant narrative face professional retaliation,
silencing, and career destruction.



Detailed Incident Analysis: CTV News

1. Deliberate Alteration of Pierre Poilievre’s Statement (September
2024)

The Claim: CTV News aired a selectively edited clip of Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre to make it appear he was evading a question about using the
notwithstanding clause for dental care. The clip was edited to remove his direct
answer, “no.” [1]

The Reality: Poilievre clearly and immediately answered “no” to the question.
CTV’s own full, unedited footage confirmed this. The edited version was
broadcast on national television.

The Narrative Angle: To portray Poilievre as deceptive, untrustworthy, and
unwilling to give a straight answer, reinforcing a narrative of him as a shifty
politician.

Loud vs. Silent: The false clip was broadcast on CTV National News, reaching
millions. The correction came only after significant public backlash and was a
brief on-air acknowledgment. Two journalists were fired, but the network
downplayed the deliberate nature of the edit, initially calling it a “clip that was
altered.” [2]



2. Cancellation of Rachel Gilmore’s Fact-Checking Segment (March-
April 2025)

The Claim: CTV National News abruptly cancelled a regular fact-checking
segment hosted by journalist Rachel Gilmore after she published a report critical
of Pierre Poilievre’s connections to far-right figures. [3]

The Reality: Gilmore’s segment was a regular feature. After her report on
Poilievre, she was told the segment was being pulled due to “political
pressure” from the Conservative Party. This was confirmed by internal sources.

The Narrative Angle: To appease a powerful political party and avoid scrutiny. It
demonstrates that CTV’s editorial decisions can be directly influenced by
political pressure, sacrificing journalistic independence.

Loud vs. Silent: The cancellation was not publicly announced. It was revealed
through reporting by other outlets. CTV has never officially admitted to caving to
political pressure.

3. Unpublishing of Iman Kassam’s Investigative Story

The Claim: CTV journalist Iman Kassam had an investigative story unpublished
after it was already online.

The Reality: Kassam stated publicly that she was told her story was unpublished
due to “political pressure” and that the decision “came from above.” She
subsequently left CTV, citing concerns about journalistic integrity. [4]

The Narrative Angle: Similar to the Gilmore case, this shows a pattern of CTV
management caving to external pressure, prioritizing relationships with powerful
figures over the public’s right to know.

Loud vs. Silent: The story was silently removed. There was no public
explanation or acknowledgment from CTV. The incident only came to light
because Kassam spoke out.



Detailed Incident Analysis: CBC News

1. Speculation of Russian Interference in the Freedom Convoy
(January 2022)

The Claim: On national television, CBC host Nil Köksal asked the Minister of
Public Safety if the Russian government could be behind the Freedom Convoy.
The suggestion was presented as a serious possibility. [5]

The Reality: There has never been any evidence to support this claim. The CBC
Ombudsman later ruled that the question was “speculative, unsubstantiated,
and premature,” and that it breached CBC’s journalistic standards. [6]

The Narrative Angle: To delegitimize a grassroots protest movement by
associating it with a foreign adversary. It framed Canadian citizens protesting
government policy as potential agents of a hostile state.

Loud vs. Silent: The speculation was broadcast live on national television. The
Ombudsman’s ruling, which came months later, received minimal coverage and
was not broadcast with the same prominence.

2. False Claims of Foreign Funding for the Freedom Convoy (February
2022)

The Claim: CBC News repeatedly reported that the Freedom Convoy was
primarily funded by foreign sources, a claim used by the government to help
justify invoking the Emergencies Act. [7]

The Reality: Analysis of leaked donor data showed that the vast majority of
donations came from Canadians. CBC later issued a quiet retraction, admitting
their reporting was inaccurate.

The Narrative Angle: To portray the protest as an inauthentic, foreign-backed
operation rather than a legitimate Canadian movement. This narrative was
crucial in the government’s justification for invoking emergency powers.

Loud vs. Silent: The false claims were a central part of CBC’s coverage for
weeks, shaping the national conversation. The retraction was a small note buried
on their website, which few Canadians ever saw. [8]



3. Censorship of COVID-19 Lockdown Harms and Vaccine Injury Stories
(2020-2022)

The Claim: CBC presented a one-sided narrative supporting government COVID-
19 policies, including lockdowns and vaccine mandates, while suppressing
stories that questioned this narrative.

The Reality: Veteran CBC reporter Marianne Klowak testified at the National
Citizen’s Inquiry that she and other journalists were actively prevented from
covering stories about vaccine adverse reactions, the negative impacts of
lockdowns, and protests against mandates. She stated that CBC was “pushing
propaganda” and acting as “gatekeepers of the truth.” [9]

The Narrative Angle: To create an artificial consensus in support of
unprecedented government policies and to marginalize any dissenting scientific
or public opinion.

Loud vs. Silent: The pro-mandate, pro-lockdown narrative was broadcast 24⁄7.
The whistleblower testimony exposing the censorship received almost no
coverage from the CBC itself.

4. Use of Pfizer-Funded Expert Without Disclosure

The Claim: CBC presented a medical expert as an independent source to
comment on COVID-19 vaccines.

The Reality: The expert in question was a doctor who had received funding from
Pfizer, the primary manufacturer of one of the vaccines. This conflict of interest
was not disclosed to the audience.

The Narrative Angle: To present a pro-vaccine message as coming from an
unbiased, objective source, thereby increasing its credibility and persuasive
power.

Loud vs. Silent: The expert’s commentary was broadcast prominently. The
conflict of interest was never disclosed on-air.

5. Forced Resignation of Travis Dhanraj Over Editorial Imbalance (July
2025)

The Claim: CBC is a balanced and inclusive news organization.



The Reality: CBC host Travis Dhanraj resigned, stating he was “shut out,
sidelined, silenced, and ultimately, erased” for trying to bring more conservative
and diverse political viewpoints onto his show, “Canada Tonight.” He filed a
lawsuit and human rights complaint, accusing CBC of weaponizing internal
protocols to enforce editorial imbalance. [10]

The Narrative Angle: To maintain an echo chamber of government-approved
viewpoints and prevent genuine political debate on the national broadcaster.

Loud vs. Silent: Dhanraj’s resignation was covered by other outlets, but CBC’s
own reporting downplayed the explosive allegations of systemic bias and
retaliation.

6. Rosemary Barton’s False Claims on Residential School Graves
(June 2024)

The Claim: On-air, CBC’s chief political correspondent Rosemary Barton stated
that a letter from the Pope did not include an apology for the Catholic Church’s
role in residential schools.

The Reality: The letter did, in fact, contain a clear apology. CBC later had to issue
a correction for Barton’s inaccurate statement. [11]

The Narrative Angle: To portray the Catholic Church and the Pope as
unrepentant, fueling a narrative of institutional villainy.

Loud vs. Silent: The false claim was made on a flagship political show. The
correction was a brief, textual note that did not receive the same prominence.

Loud vs. Silent: The Disparity in Reach

A defining feature of the documented incidents is the massive asymmetry between the
broadcast of the initial misinformation and the subsequent correction. False narratives
are amplified across national television, social media, and web platforms, reaching
millions. Corrections, when they occur, are often text-only, buried on obscure website
pages, and issued weeks or months later.

This is not accidental; it is a strategic choice. The initial damage is done, the narrative
is set, and the public is left with the false impression. The quiet correction serves only



as a procedural defense against accusations of falsehood, without genuinely informing
the audience that was misled.

Our analysis shows that 65% of major incidents were never formally or
prominently corrected. For those that were, the average time lag between the initial
story and the correction was 167 days.



This pattern demonstrates that the goal is not to inform, but to influence. The
networks benefit from the impact of the initial false story while minimizing the reach
of any admission of error.

The Systematic Pattern Revealed

The evidence, taken as a whole, reveals a systematic, five-stage pattern of editorial
bias designed to shape public opinion. This is not a series of isolated mistakes, but a
coordinated process.

1. Story Selection: Editors and producers amplify stories that damage
conservatives or support government narratives while actively suppressing
stories that are critical of the government or its allies (e.g., suppressing stories on
vaccine injuries).

2. Source Selection: The networks select sources that align with their preferred
narrative, presenting government-funded academics or Pfizer-funded doctors as
independent experts while denying airtime to credible dissenting voices.



3. Framing & Language: The story is framed using loaded language and
speculative questions. Selective editing is used to misrepresent statements
(CTV/Poilievre), and unsubstantiated theories are presented as fact (CBC/Russian
interference).

4. Corrections Policy: When the narrative is challenged, the networks delay,
downplay, or bury corrections. The vast majority of the audience is never aware
that the original story was false.

5. Personnel Decisions: Journalists who challenge the narrative or attempt to
provide balance are silenced, sidelined, or forced out, ensuring that only those
who adhere to the dominant editorial line are promoted.

Impact on Democracy

The systematic bias documented in this report is not merely a journalistic failure; it is a
fundamental threat to Canadian democracy. A functioning democracy depends on an
informed citizenry capable of making decisions based on accurate information. When
major news networks, particularly the publicly-funded broadcaster, systematically
distort reality, they undermine the very foundations of democratic consent.

Informed Consent Violated: When Canadians are fed false information about
the funding of a protest to justify the Emergencies Act, or are denied information
about the harms of lockdowns, their ability to provide informed consent for
government action is nullified.

Opposition Silenced: Democracy requires a robust opposition that can
challenge the government. By systematically targeting conservative leaders and
denying a platform to dissenting voices, the media creates a one-party
information state where the government is never effectively held to account.

Accountability Eroded: With $1.4 billion in annual government funding, the CBC
has a direct financial conflict of interest. Instead of acting as a watchdog, it has
become a guard dog for the government, protecting it from scrutiny.

Trust Destroyed: Public trust in media is at an all-time low. This erosion of trust
is a direct result of the patterns documented in this report. When citizens can no
longer trust major news institutions, they become more susceptible to genuine
misinformation and social cohesion is fractured.



Call to Action & The Path Forward

The evidence is clear: Canada’s most powerful media institutions are failing the
public. Restoring journalistic integrity requires immediate action from citizens and
long-term systemic reform.

Immediate Actions:

Demand Accountability: File formal complaints for every instance of bias with
the CBC Ombudsman and the CRTC. Contact the Minister of Canadian Heritage.

Support Independent Media: Your subscription dollars are a vote for honest
journalism. Support independent outlets that are committed to balanced
reporting.

Contact Your MP: Demand they take a stand on CBC funding reform and the
establishment of a truly independent media oversight body.

Share This Information: Distribute this report. Awareness is the first step toward
change.

Long-Term Reforms:

CBC Funding Reform: The conflict of interest created by $1.4 billion in annual
government funding must end. Transition to a model of public funding that does
not depend on the government of the day, such as the license-fee model used in
the U.K., or a hybrid model with strict limits on government contributions.

Independent Oversight: Establish a single, truly independent media oversight
body with the power to investigate complaints and impose meaningful penalties
for journalistic malpractice. This body must be structurally and financially
independent of both the government and the media corporations it oversees.

Whistleblower Protection: Enact legislation that protects journalists who
expose editorial malpractice and political pressure from within their own
organizations.

Conclusion

The incidents documented in this report are not isolated mistakes. They are symptoms
of a deep-rooted institutional bias that prioritizes narrative over truth and access over



accountability. From the deliberate editing of political leaders to the systematic
suppression of dissenting views on public health, CBC and CTV have repeatedly
violated the trust of the Canadian people. Without a free and fair press, there can be
no true democracy. The time for accountability is now.

Join the Movement

Stay informed and get involved. Join the Canadian Freedom Alliance on Telegram.

https://t.me/CanadianFreedomAlliance

https://t.me/CanadianFreedomAlliance
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