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International Chinese Language Education in the Perspective of the Other.
The Case of the Thai Chinese-language Learners

GUO Shujian & LI Xiaoyang

(Center for Language Planning and Global Governance, Tongji University,Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: The current research on international Chinese language education is mostly focused on our
perspective of teachers,coursebooks and pedagogy.,but less attention is given to the perspective of the
Other (audience and learners). Through an empirical study of Chinese language learners in Chiang
Mai, Thailand, this paper seeks to understand the social meaning of the Chinese language education o-
verseas from the perspective of the local learners.Based on a quantitative analysis framework of lan-
guage beliefs,we have designed and conducted questionnaires and interviews for the field study. The
study concludes that the social meaning of language is mainly reflected in two features:national identi-
ty and instrumental identity,of which international Chinese as a second language is more instrumental.
In view of this,it is suggested that the international Chinese language education should focus more on
the instrumental values,the increase of local human capital values,and the localization. This study of-
fers a new approach,which turns from the perspective of educators and promoters to the perspective of
the local learners and speakers. Therefore, we argue for the future and continuing study on the natural
patterns of the Chinese language spread in a specific socio-cultural context.

Key Words: International Chinese Language Education; Thai education; language policy; overseas

learner; language identity



