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Abstract
This paper examines controlled delivery under Decree-Law No. 159 of 2025 on narcotics and psychotropic
substances. Article 1 defines the technique, while Article 77 requires authorization from the Public Prosecution.
These provisions must be read alongside the earlier Decree-Law No. 79 of 2025 on international judicial

cooperation in criminal matters, particularly Articles 23 and 28(8).

The analysis distinguishes the statutory authority to conduct controlled delivery from general judicial principles
governing importation, constructive possession, intent to traffic and the admissibility of evidence. Those
principles assist interpretation but do not, by themselves, establish prior judicial authorization of the technique.
The paper examines authorization, substitution of consignments, officers' liability and international cooperation,

and proposes clearer procedural safeguards and coordination between the two statutes.
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