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Abstract

This article examines the doctrine of international lis pendens as a vehicle for modernising Kuwaiti private
international law, tracing the gradual shift from rigid jurisdictional sovereignty towards internationally
cooperative management of parallel proceedings. Drawing on comparative practice in Kuwait, Egypt, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia, France, and the EU, it analyses landmark rulings including the French Cour de cassation decisions

(1974, 1997, 2005, 2017) and the landmark 2024 Lebanese judgment.

The authors argue that Kuwait — whose legislation contains no express prohibition on voluntary relinquishment
of international jurisdiction — should leverage the ongoing legislative reform under Kuwait Vision 2035 to
introduce explicit statutory mechanisms for the plea of international lis pendens, thereby preventing

irreconcilable judgments and strengthening judicial cooperation.
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